Preface to the Mutext Version

The monograph that follows delivers the same words as the preceding
monograph. The difference is in the way the words are displayed. The
preceding version presents the words as lines of print. When reading text
presented in the linear typography, adult readers of English average four
fixations per second and 1.1 words per fixation. Such movements would
yield a rate of 264 words per minute if no regressions (backward glances)
were made. But, the perceptually illogical display of text in lines of print
leads to frequent regressions by readers when attempting to apprehend the
words in the text. So, the average reading rate of adult readers inthe U S
is considerably less than 264 wpm — probably around 225 wpm.

The version that follows is displayed in the mu typography. When reading
digital text set in interactive movable type, the reader can choose to have the
text displayed in the linear typography or in a one-line, two-line, three-line,
four-line, or five line mu format. (In addition, text set in interactive movable
type can be printed in the linear typography or any of the five mu formats.)
As you’ll see, the mutext version that follows is displayed in a four-line mu
format. If you read this version at four fixations per second — and make no
regressions — your rate will be 960 words per minute. The display of text as
muglyphs (two-dimensional meaning units) instead of linear word strings is
expected to reduce the need for, and the frequency of, regressions by readers.

As an alternative to the visual presentation of digital text set in interactive
movable type, readers can have the text read aloud to them as compressed
speech. Compressed speech is speech that can be delivered at any rate
desired by the reader — up to 700 or 800 words per minute — without
changing the tone or pitch of the speech. Or, the reader can have the text
presented as “simultext,” text that is heard as it is being presented visually.
(Simultext is demonstrated in the video presentation, “MuvieTime.”)

The spoken presentations in simultext will be either digitized human
speech or synthetic speech that simulates human speech. The digitized
speech will be delivered by professional readers or, in many cases, by the
author of the text. It is likely that a substantial percentage of authors will
choose to make the voice recordings of their written products for use in
simultext presentations.

The text in this mutext version cannot be read as simultext because the
mudoc software is not yet operational. But the linear version can be heard
using one of the synthetic speech applications that are available on
Macintoshes and some PCs.
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